


ALLAN GARRY-Math Whiz-
COSMOS ‘12, C2

Although Allan didn’t win the contest, he
his own. He was one of two contestants t
had not competed at the national level be
this. He was on the front page of the San
go Union-Tribune, lb€hannel 8 5pm new:
and the competition’s website.

As a toddler in the bathtub, Allan taught
himself to add and subtract using a collec|
tion of toy boats. As a child he would add
up random numbers - in books and on
clocks and signs. lah’s mother stopped
asking him for the time because his replie
required math: Instead of “four o’'clock,” it
would be “two squared.” He is a math whi
In January, San Diego hosted the world’s
largest math conference. About 7,000 gat
ered at the San Diego Convention Center
for the 2013 Joint Mathematics Meetings.
Allan was one of 10 students from across
the country who earned a chance to com
pete for $10,000 in “Who Wants to be a
Mathematician?”, a game show-like cont
that was held at the convention. Allan waj
the only individual from San Diego Count
who qualified for the competition. “I've
always been good at math, but the test w
hard. | was surprised | made it in,” Allan
said. Wondering if yové good enough for
the contest? A 10-question test given to
applicants included these math problems;
*What is the area of an n-sided regular
polygon with perimeter p that is circum-
scribed about a circle of radius r? (Answe
pr/2.)

*Two fair, six-sided dice are tossed. What is
the probability that the sum (of the spots
showing on top) is a prime number?
(Answer: 5/12.)

*How many times from noon until midnight
are the continuously moving hour and mi-
nute hands of an analog clock at an angle
180 degrees? (Answer: 11.)

Allan hasn't finalized his career choice, b
he’s pretty sure his college major will be
math, physics or engineering. “I've pretty
much liked math since | was a little kid. |
don’t know why, but it's fun,” he said.




It has been almost two years now and | still
miss COSMOS. | am very excited to share
with you some awesome news: Recently, |
received my first national award in Compu-
ting and attended my first Hollywood red
carpet event.

1. National Winner of the 2013 NCWIT
Award for Aspirations in Computing.
Recognized for computing-related aspirations
and for demonstrated, outstanding aptitude
and interest in information technology/
computing, solid leadership ability, academic
history, and plans for post-secondary educa-
tion. The winners were honored in the Bank




During COSMOS, Saura serves in a faculty posi-
tion for Cluster 1: Computers in Everyday Life.
It was shaping

Keep in touch! Enjoy your summer and look for our next issue in Fall 201
UCSD COSMOS is on Facebook! Link up with us at:




