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Faculty Highlight: Ryan Kastner, COSMOS Cluster 1 
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Ryan Kastner has 
been COSMOS Clus-
ter 1 lead faculty for 
six years. He and his 
team are dedicated to 
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Rocio Peña, COSMOS 2009  

UCSD Chemical Engineering 

 

Currently attending: UCSD 
Expected Graduation: 2015 
Major: Chemical Engineering 
COSMOS Year: 2009 
Cluster 2: Engineering Design  
and Control of Kinetic Sculptures 
 
In addition to her studies and research, Rocio will be assisting the COS-
MOS UCSD program this fall in community outreach events and is ac-
tively involved with the IDEA Ce
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Neil Gandhi, COSMOS 2011 Cluster 2, is a University Innovation Fellow at UCSD, working 
to expand Innovation and Entrepreneurship at UCSD. He is the Founder and CEO of Au-
dograph.com, a site which allows users to stream and share music from SoundCloud over 
video chat. As a Thiel Fellowship finalist, he has two patents and placed third at the UCSD 
Zahn Prize competition. Entrepreneurship has been the focus of Neil's career since he start-
ed college. His current undertaking, Audograph, launched in September of 2014, and has 
already formed partnerships with major DJ's and record labels. In building the site, Neil re-
cruited students not only from UCSD, but also from other UC Schools.  He believes that 
knowledge in computer science is absolutely critical in any sort of business and wants to help 
pave the way for students to launch their own startups. Neil can be seen on the COSMOS 
YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/user/cosmosucsd)  discussing his previous idea, 


