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Sheridan Center for Teaching and Learning, Brown University; adapted by Anna Santucci 
https://www.brown.edu/sheridan/teaching-learning-resources/inclusive-teaching 

Approaches to getting to know your students: 
o Consider administering a pre-test or questionnaire that can help you assess background knowledge, 
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o Assign groups intentionally, aiming for heterogeneous groups (Finelli, Bergom & Mesa, 2011). 
o Talk to students about what got you interested in the field and possible career paths in the area (O’Neal, et 

al., 2007). 

Approaches to assessing students and giving feedback on their learning (e.g. tests, papers, projects): 
o In giving feedback to students, note that high standards were used but you also have high expectations for 

the student (e.g., “I’m giving you these comments because I have very high expectations and I know that 
you 
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Some additional resources  

ATL’s Faculty Development page on “Inclusive Instruction” features a “Start Here” section on the 
importance of self-reflection; it also provides a list of resources available at URI:  
https://web.uri.edu/teach/inclusive-instruction/ 
 
 
The Carl Wieman Science Education Initiative (CWSEI) multi-year project at The University of British 
Columbia aims at “achieving the most effective, evidence-based science education:” 
http://www.cwsei.ubc.ca 
Among the many materials offered is a concise “First Day of Class – Recommendations for Instructors” 
(2014): http://www.cwsei.ubc.ca/resources/files/First_Day_of_Class.pdf   
 
 
If you are interested in developing a Diversity and Inclusion statement to include in your syllabi, rationales 
for this practice and sample statements are available online  
(e.g. Sheridan Center, https://www.brown.edu/sheridan/teaching-learning-resources/inclusive-teaching;  
Yale’s CTL, https://ctl.yale.edu/FacultyResources/Diversity-Inclusion;  
Eberly Center, https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/designteach/syllabus/checklist/diversitystatement.html) 
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