
MONTHLY
NEWS

DEC 
2020

            A stronger, ever more relevant Jacobs School 



Contact newsletter editor, Daniel Kane: dbkane@ucsd.edu

UC San Diego – Jacobs School of Engineering Monthly News for December 2020- jacobsschool.ucsd.edu

10 faculty named in 2020 list of Highly Cited 
Researchers  
Ten professors at the Jacobs School of Engineering are among the world’s most influen-
tial researchers in their fields, according to a new research citation report from the Web 
of Science Group. They earned inclusion in the list of Highly Cited Researchers in 2020 by 
producing multiple publications that rank in the top 1% by citations in their field over the 
past 11 years. These luminaries are building next-generation batteries, fighting disease with 
nanosponges, genome engineering with CRISPR, and more.

Learn more: bit.ly/HighlyCited2020JSOE

Jacobs School alumni kickstart Dean’s Scholars of 
Excellence program 

Education is the great equalizer. Jacobs School of Engineering alumni Mary Bui-Pham and 
Dan Pham have seen this play out in their own lives, and are paying it forward through an 
endowed scholarship supporting students with outstanding academic merit, including stu-
dents who have made or show potential to contribute to diversity, equity and inclusion; first 
generation; and low-income engineering students. Their gift launched the larger Jacobs 
School of Engineering Dean’s Scholars of Excellence program, a school-wide scholarship 
program meant to advance equal access to a Jacobs School education.   

Learn more: bit.ly/DeansScholarsofExcellence

Upgrades to largest outdoor shake table begin
Construction is underway on a $16.3 million NSF-funded upgrade to the seismic simulator at 
UC San Diego. Over the next 10 months, the world’s largest outdoor shake table will undergo 
major construction as it gets more actuators and more power so that it can simulate up and 
down, left and right, as well as pitch, roll and yaw motions, which is known as six degrees 
of freedom. When completed in October 2021, the shake table will be able to reproduce 
earthquake motions with unprecedented accuracy. Data analysis from structures tested on 
the shake table has led to many changes in the nation’s building codes in the shake table’s 
15-year history.  

Learn more: bit.ly/ShakeTableUpgrades
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