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26 New Hires for the Jacobs School Hired in 2017
The UC San Diego Jacobs School of Engineering hired a record 26 professors this year. In the 
last four years alone, the Jacobs School has hired more than 75 professors. Women as well 
as individuals from other groups traditionally underrepresented in engineering make up one-
third of these hires. Many of these new faculty work in strength areas the school has added 
in the last four years, including: nanomaterials for biomedical and renewable energy appli-
cations; context-aware robotics; computer vision and machine learning; and hardware-soft-
ware co-design and cyber-physical systems. 

Learn more: http://bit.ly/26hires

IBM, UC San Diego Partner on AI for Healthy Living
UC San Diego and IBM Research have launched the Artificial Intelligence for Healthy Living 
Center in order to enhance quality of life and independence for aging populations. Over the 
course of five years, researchers will study the impact that a combination of daily habits, 
the environment, genetics and the microbiome have on the cognition of older adults. The 
collaborative research initiative will use AI to comb through massive amounts of data to 
enable healthier living. Computer science professor Tajana Rosing and Rob Knight, a faculty 
member in pediatrics and computer science co-lead the UC San Diego portion of the Center. 

Learn more: http://bit.ly/AIHealthyLiving

Aerospace Pioneer Joins the Jacobs School
David Whelan, a UC San Diego alumnus and pioneering figure in the aerospace industry, 
joined the faculty of the Jacobs School of Engineering this year as a professor of practice. 
Former chief technology officer at Boeing Space, Defense & Security; former director of 
the Tactical Technology Office at DARPA; and a member of the Defense Science Board, 
Whelan will help the Jacobs School better compete for research contracts while working 
to strengthen the school’s ties to industry. “David Whelan is working with me to help make 
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Squid Ink, Nanotech and Dentistry
By combining squid ink with light and ultrasound, UC San Diego nanoengineers developed 
a new dental imaging method to examine a patient’s gums. The new approach is non-inva-
sive, more comprehensive and more accurate than the state of the art. The work could one 
day make getting checked for gum disease at the dentist less tedious and even painless. 
“The last time I was at the dentist, I realized that the tools that are currently being used to 
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