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Cognex Funds 3D Image Reconstruction Research
Computer scientists at UC San Diego have received a $100K gift from Cognex Corp. that will 
help fund research at the intersection of deep learning and 3D image reconstruction. Apply-
ing deep learning principles to 3D image reconstruction could lead to advances in robotics, 
medical imaging, autonomous vehicle navigation, tele-medicine, and more. With this gift, 
Cognex joins the UC San Diego Center for Visual Computing, which is an industry-focused 
research center that draws together world-class faculty, students and industry partners 
working in computer graphics, augmented and virtual reality, computational imaging and 
computer vision. 

Learn more: bit.ly/CognexJacobs

Tracking $25 Million in Ransomware Payouts
Over the last two years, victims have paid about $25 million to unlock their computer disks 
and get their data back during ransomware attacks, according to new estimates presented 
at Black Hat USA 2017. The researchers presenting “Tracking Ransomware End to End” in-
vestigated 300,000 files from 34 different types of ransomware by tracking payments on 
the blockchain to analyze the scale and the amount of money paid by victims. The research 
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Toyota Funds Intelligent Vehicle Research
Toyota recently funded electrical engineering research at UC San Diego aimed at develop-
ing a computational prediction model for transferring control back and forth between car 
and driver. The research is led by Jacobs School electrical engineering professor Mohan 
Trivedi, whose teams of researchers have been working with Toyota and other carmakers 
for years to advance intelligent vehicle technologies. This most recent funding comes from 
Toyota’s Collaborative Safety Research Center (CSRC). Intelligent vehicle research in the 
Trivedi lab often includes a particular focus on humans. For this project, Trivedi’s team will 
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